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Latino students: ‘faces seen, hearts u n k n o w n ’
Vega addresses how colleges can be better prepared to encourage Latino student college persistence
Vivian Liu
C a m p u s  C o -Ed i t o r
As the projected increase 
of Latino college enrollment 
is expected to be 38 percent 
between 2007 and 2018, Yolanda 
Vega of Hope College took 
on the issue of how colleges 
can become better prepared 
to serve Latino students. Her 
presentation took place on Feb. 
4 in Winants Auditorium of 
Graves Hall.
“There are 190 Latino 
students at Hope College. I 
think that deserves a round of 
applause,” Vega said. However, 
she notes that though people 
are frequently able to see Latino 
faces at Hope College, the hearts 
of these students can still remain 
unknown.
“If we only look at what we 
see and go by our assumptions, 
we are not seeing the assets that 
Latino students bring to Hope 
College,” she said.
Vega addresses the factors 
influencing Latino students
UNSEEN ASSETS- Yolan­
da Vega, director of the TRIO 
Upward Bound Program, 
challenges Hope College to 
recognize the opportunities 
and new ways to serve Latino 
students.
overall, including academic 
preparation, cultural identity, 
the role of the family, the first 
generation status of students, 
institutional type, enrollment
status, campus climate, and 
social adjustment.
Latino students may also 
face obstacles in realizing their 
cultural identity. Therefore, 
it is important that a college 
campus encourages a sense of 
belonging for Latino students. 
This can affect whether or not 
the students stay.
Vega refers to the experiences 
of many Latino students: “Our 
families are where we find 
out who we are. Families are a 
culture within a culture. When 
we come to college, it's different 
from what we know at home."
Colleges, such as Hope, 
that consist of a large white 
population, can also introduce 
barriers to Latino students. Vega 
remembers her experience of 
being the Resident Director of 
Scott Hall. “On move-in day, 
when I introduced myself as the 
RD, I could tell from many of the 
white student's faces, they were 
thinking, ‘you’re the RD?’”
The obstacles preventing a 
student from attending college
can also be especially difficult 
to overcome when a Latino is a 
first-generation college student. 
Vega herself is a first-generation 
college student and says, “Being 
at college is like the land of the 
unknown," and “We may not 
have access to that support 
system of what it’s like to be at 
college.”
Sometimes, barriers that 
students face also can be a 
result of gender and family 
expectations. “There were 
people in my own family asking 
my dad, T. Why are you sending 
her to college? 2. She’s not 
married, how can you send her 
to college?’”
By 2050, Latinos are 
estimated to make up 30 percent 
of the population in the United 
States.
With a corresponding high 
increase in Latino students 
enrolling in college, Vega 
believes that schools should 
rethink a “one size fits all" 
mentality. “If Latinos represent 
20 different countries, a one size
fits all approach cannot work, 
because we come with different 
experiences.”
However, disparities
between college enrollment and 
graduation still exist between 
Latino students and their white 
counterparts.
Out of 100 elementary Latino 
students, 48 will drop out by the 
time they are in high, school, 20 
will attend a community college, 
four will graduate from a four- 
year institution, four will earn a 
graduate or professional degree, 
and less than one will earn a 
doctorate degree.
“Even though we’re growing 
as a group, the [Latino] college 
rate is still lower than other 
groups,” Vega said.
Many Latino students may 
not be adequately prepared to 
attend college because of a lack 
of access to the information 
about the necessary steps to 
apply for and attend college. 
These students may even have 
parents who are migrant workers 
see LECTURE, page 2
H o p e  a l u m n a  challenges modern-day slavery
An interview with Banu Demiralp: guest lecturer during Hope College H um an  Trafficking Awareness Week
Claire Call
C a m p u s  C o -Ed i t o r
Human trafficking and 
modern-day slavery are issues 
that, for most Hope College 
students, are disconnected 
from their daily fives. Human 
Trafficking Awareness Week 
at Hope College attempts to 
educate students and the greater 
Holland community on this 
issue and on how to get involved , 
and make a difference.
Banu Demiralp, Hope alumna 
and co-founder of the nonprofit 
organization Anka Rising, gave 
a lecture on Monday at the 
Martha Miller Center titled 
“Modern Day Slavery and the 
Corporate World."
Here, Demiralp shares her 
motivation as well as her hopes 
and advice for how students can 
follow her lead.
The Anchor: An issue like 
slavery seems so unrelated 
to the fives of many students, 
especially at Hope. How can 
students at a college like Hope
get involved, get information, 
and do their part to help this 
cause?
Demiralp: “My lecture is 
called ‘Modern Day Slavery 
and the Corporate World,' and 
the reason why I would like to 
focus on it today is hopefully to 
find an area where people can 
relate human trafficking to their 
fives and what they buy and 
what they do. A lot of products 
manufactured are produced by 
slaves. In one way or another, 
products that we use are tainted 
by slave labor. Once we grasp 
this phenomenon it will be that 
much easier to fight slavery.”
“What can be done? Number 
one is awareness, number two is 
education, and number three is 
consumers’ choices about what 
they’re buying. We have to keep 
in mind that this is not a battle 
that can be won very quickly.”
The Anchor: In chapel last 
Friday, the guest speaker Andy 
Sopor (founder of the Manasseh 
Project) talked about how hard 
it is in our modern-day world
to not buy products that are 
somehow profiting from slavery 
(whether labor or materials). Do 
you agree with this? And how 
do you suggest we avoid this?
Demiralp: “I don’t know if 
everything that we buy or do is 
related to slavery, however, [the 
fact that many things are], I do 
agree with. Like I said before, it's 
a big phenomenon that we have 
to grasp. Unfortunately there is 
not a common fist of certified 
products that are slavery-free. 
[There are] fair trade and fair 
labor products, but there is not 
a common fist. The problem 
is that auditing has to happen 
constantly. With billions of 
products and raw materials 
and Tabor, it’s impossible to 
constandy audit and for that 
information to go on one fist."
“Change laws, legislation. You 
can write to congresspeople. You 
can educate your corporations. 
You can ask them to adopt proper 
ethics and business conduct and 
policy. There are two things that 
drive this: money and laws. We
Photo by Liz M artin
GRASPING THE PHENOMENON- Banu Demiralp, co­
founder of the nonprofit organization Anka Rising, Is an ad­
vocate for education and policy change in order to eradicate 
modern-day slavery.
would hope that doing the right thing that needs to happen is 
thing is number one, but if we the awareness campaign and 
put in the other factors (money education to continue. One 
and law) I think we have the school or one community is not 
equation completed. The one see DEMIRALP, page 2
ARTS FEATURES
The Oscars Snow!
Predictions and nominees for Explore the winter wonderland of West Michigan and
Aca de my  Awards. beyond.
H 1 iW Jlllll 1 Page 8 Page 8
SPORTS
Flying Dutch Dominate
W o m e n ’s basketball defeats Calvin in the rivalry 
g a m e  on Saturday.
Page XX
W h a t ’s  In s i d e  I W o r l d  3 I A rts 5 I Features 6 | V oices 8 | Sports 11
-------------------- r-------- —  Got a story idea? Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.
T his W eek at H ope
Wednesday Feb. 20
Danforth Lecture: “The Dead 
Sea Scrolls and The Old Testa­
ment”
Maas Auditorium, 4 p.m.
H u m a n  Trafficking Awareness 
Week: Presentation by Hope 
for the Voiceless 
Maas Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Thursday Feb. 21
H u m a n  Trafficking Awareness 
Week: “Slavery N o w  and Then: 
Methods for Change”
Winants Auditorium, 4 p.m.
Friday Feb. 22
Benefit concert for the 
Manasseh Project: Songs 
Against Slavery 
Maas Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Saturday Feb. 23
S AC  Event: Indoor Waterpark
9 a.m.
Monday Feb. 25
Lecture on Sports Medicine




Maas Auditorium, 6 p.m.
Wednesday Feb. 27
First half semester classes 
end 
All day
Sexuality on campus: w h o  gets the final say?
Elena Rivera
C o -Ed i t o r-in-C hief
This is part three of a three- 
part series exploring the history 
of issues of sexuality on campus, 
and the organizations involved.
The Programming
Committee on Issues of 
Sexuality (PCIS) successfully 
put on a program last semester 
surrounding professor Caroline 
J. Simon’s book, “Bringing Sex 
into Focus: The Quest for Sexual 
Integrity," but for many this was 
the first time they had ever heard 
of die committee. Even faculty 
and staff wondered about the 
existence of this programming 
committee, as evidenced by 
the question recorded in the 
minutes of the Sept. 25th, 2012 
faculty meeting: “I'm wondering 
if the committee is defunct or 
operational?” In actuality, the 
PCIS has been around since the 
early 2000s, as an offshoot of a 
task force set up by President 
James Bultman to address issues 
of sexuality on campus.
The PCIS was called to provide 
college-wide educational
events that would provide 
students with the opportunity 
to learn new information and 
viewpoints surrounding issues 
of sexuality. According to the 
official Task Force on Issues of 
Sexuality report to President 
Bultman in April 2002, the
committee would “reflect a large 
range of perspectives across 
the ideological and religious 
spectrum at Hope College: a 
true balance of voices.” This may 
include “inviting speakers to 
campus whose position is either 
unpopular at the college, or 
whose viewpoints are contrary 
to the college’s official stance 
on homsexuality.” The PCIS 
should “welcome and encourage 
dialogue with all members of the 
Hope community,” going so far 
as to create discussion groups 
to have a safe space to talk about 
the issues.
According to religion 
professor Mark Husbands, 
current chairman of the PCIS, 
the committee is “charged to 
offer one large educational 
event per semester." The PCIS 
has co-sponsored events with 
other groups, like the Human 
Sexuality Discussion Forum, 
but mostly has been under 
the radar. Since 2006, the 
PC££> solely has hosted three 
events: the aforementione
panel on Simon's book in 
2012, a discussion on Hope 
College's position statement 
on human sexuality in April 
2011, and a presentation on the 
neuroscience of pornography in 
Nov. 2010. No active discussion 
groups led by the committee 
could be found at the time of 
printing.
Apart from a call to plan 
educational events, the report 
from April 2002 also talked 
about the membership of the 
PCIS. The report states that 
the leadership of the PCIS 
should include a chairperson 
selected by the president, the 
provost or a faculty member 
appointed by the provost; two 
faculty representatives chosen 
by the Status Committee; the 
Dean of the Students; the Dean 
of the Chapel; a staff person 
from the Counseling Center or 
Health Clinic; and four students 
from the following groups: 
Women’s Issues Organization 
(WIO), Campus Ministry, the 
Interfraternity Council of Hope 
College (IFC) or PanHellenic 
Council, and Student Congress.
The current leadership of the 
PCIS includes religion Husbands 
as chairman of the committee; 
Richard Ray, the Provost; Trygve 
Johnson, Dean of the Chapel; 
Richard Frost, Dean of Students; 
Michael Jipping, computer 
science professor; and student 
Kelsey Colburn (‘13). Deborah 
Sturtevant, the Department 
Chairwoman for Sociology and 
Social Work, resigned from 
the committee in 2011, and 
Kristen Gray, Director of Hope’s 
Counseling & Psychological 
Services, resigned in fall 2012, 
after having served on the PCIS 
since the early 2000s.
Finally, the PCIS was called 
to be a sounding board for issues 
of sexuality on campus and 
different programming groups 
wanted to provide to campus 
surrounding issues of sexuality. 
The current iteration of the 
PCIS consults on programming 
“larger than a classroom event" 
and encourages those groups 
to “submit working proposals" 
for the events, according to 
Husbands.
Frost also stated that while the 
PCIS meets to discuss proposals 
for programming on campus, 
the group “tries to ensure that 
there is a respectfulness towards 
the board of trustees” when 
considering programming to 
hold on campus. According 
to Frost, the PCIS always 
wants to provide “balance and 
integrity to conversations. [The 
PCIS doesn't] want to stifle 
conversations.” According to 
Frost, the PCIS “is about being 
respectful of who the college 
is and their positions, [as well 
as making] opposing opinions 
also feel spoken and cared for 
by the committee.” In the end, 
according to Frost, “[President 
Bultman] always has final say” 
about programming on Hope’s 
campus.
The PCIS is the organization 
on campus that has the most 
influence and power in deciding
see SEXUALITY, page 10
Hope alumna, co-founder of 
educational nonprofit, speaks 
on hum an trafficking issues
♦ DEMIRALP, from page 1
going to be enough."
The Anchor: You co-founded 
Anka Rising. Why did you 
choose this path?
Demiralp: “Anka Rising is a 
nonprofit; we focus on raising 
awareness and educating the 
private sector about issues 
of modern-day slavery [with 
the long term goal being] to 
eradicate modern day slavery. 
It’s an educational organization 
focusing on the private sector. 
We felt that there was a gap in 
abolitionist movement that was
lacking in engaging the private 
sector."
“What Anka Rising aims 
to do in the long run is to 
encourage businesses to adopt 
concise and clear anti-modern- 
day slavery corporate policy. We 
believe that all-encompassing 
anti-modern slavery corporate 
policy would be the foundation 
for best training opportunities, 
best accountability and also be a 
starting ground to engage most 
efficiently in the fight against 
human trafficking."
Latino college persistence
♦ LECTURE, from page 1
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and frequently move as a 
result. Furthermore, students 
who are undocumented face 
even more obstacles.
In response to this, Vega 
encourages colleges to institute 
visitation days with thorough 
information sessions to help 
families gain more access to 
information about the college.
"Incorporating parents, in 
that piece early on makes a 
difference.”
She also stresses the 
importance of “offering 
educational opportunities along
the way that can promote access 
to higher education.” These 
opportunities allow students 
to believe that they can go to 
college.
Vega describes continuing 
the path of Latinos toward 
higher education as a relay race.
“I was there because of the 
students who came before me. 
We've taken that baton and 
handed it back. Being able to 
pass that baton back to future 
Latino students is important 
to Latino student college 
persistence."
ivwiitvs?
H o p e  D e m o c r a t s  a n d  Republicans weigh in on S O T U
irlnoc back to September of 2008? tr> cpmrp it «-hnc L0gj§|cl)1tj\/0 f(0)0lJ$Positive deas
emerge and The 
Union holds
Joshua Cooper
H o p e  D e m o c r a t s
The State of the Union ad­
dress offered President Obama 
an opportunity to articulate his 
plan to continue the recovery 
and strengthen the middle class 
of America. He proclaimed that 
our Union was strong and that 
there was much progress for 
him to report on this special 
night. With a decade of war fi­
nally ending, lawmakers need 
to end the war of divided gov­
ernment. This constant game of 
kick the can down the road car­
ries with it real consequences, 
and this is no way for the most 
powerful country in the world 
to conduct itself.
The fiscal cliff is serious, the 
debt ceiling is serious, and the 
sequester needs to be dealt with 
instead of as a tool to make in­
discriminate, across-the-board 
cuts. You can’t garner national 
media attention as to whether 
you’re going to decide to pay 
your bills on time. Let’s not for­
get: we are still in the recovery 
phase from one crisis. When 
people’s futures are at their most 
vulnerable, why is Congress toy­
ing with the idea of sending us
back to September of 2008?
Throughout the speech, 
the President laid out a plan 
to strengthen the middle class 
through new high-tech manu­
facturing jobs, investment in 
infrastructure, and a focus on 
energy for the future. Hous­
ing took center stage when he 
introduced an idea of eliminat­
ing overlapping regulations that 
have actually hindered people 
from refinancing their homes at
today’s low rates. This program 
could actually save people $3,000 
a year. In this post-recession re­
actionary America, reeling from 
the calamity that befell us, strict 
scrutiny is the standard when 
banks have a financial decision 
before them. While this is good 
to prevent unwise lending prac­
tices, the unintended implica­
tions have resulted in the people 
who need access to capital the 
most, finding themselves unable
P ERSPECTIVES
to secure it, thus perpetuating 
this sluggish recovery.
Other highlighted issues 
went on to include immigra­
tion, education, and yes, even 
guns. There are no words to ex­
plain the feeling I had when he 
mentioned the death of Hadiya 
Pendleton, the 15-year-old hon­
or student from Chicago killed 
only days after performing at 
the inauguration. My father is 
from that same neighborhood 
on the South side of Chicago. To 
hear the President of the United 
States shine a light on some­
thing that is seen as common in 
that part of town, and to call for 
a vote on gun violence was truly 
inspirational.
This year’s State of the Union 
had a message full of good ideas. 
The calls for reform were rea­
sonable and, on more than one 
occasion, I felt like the President 
was speaking directly to me. The 
only question now is whether 
the Senate and the House can 
work together to pass a legisla­
tive agenda that the American 
people can be proud of. After 
spending six weeks working in 
Washington, my expectations 
are tempered. Although, after 
seeing what has happened on 
the current path of putting off 
decisions until the last minute, 
does the idea of conciliatory 
negotiations really sound that 
crazy?
might detract from 
deficit in values
Jay Glover
H o p e  R e p u b l i c a n s
Last Tuesday, the President 
stood in front of Congress and 
our nation and gave his State of 
the Union address. He initiated 
the address with a quote from 
John F. Kennedy, asking for help 
from Congress to continue the 
progression of this great nation. 
What are we progressing to­
ward you might ask? The Presi­
dent made this claim, “it is our 
generation’s task, then, to reig­
nite the true engine of America's 
economic growth - a rising, 
thriving middle class.” I believe 
everyone in America agrees that 
this is the ideal route for our 
success, but our problem rests 
where the outcry comes from:
Washington DC.
With Republicans claiming 
we have a spending problem and 
Democrats finding a larger is­
sue with an overwhelming gap 
in wealth between the rich and 
the poor, there is no consensus 
on how we are to build the mid­
dle class back up. The President 
proposed multiple requests for 
new bills and reforms that will 
supposedly not create any ex­
tra debt, but also commented 
that the wealthiest one percent 
would take on the burden in or­
der to stop the debt from grow­
ing.
President Obama especially 
pushed for new programs that 
will help future generations, 
particularly in regard to educa­
tion. I appreciate his dedication 
to the progress of education, 
his willingness to reform taxes 
and Medicare, and his urge 
for immigration reform. But 
all these suggestions are much 
easier spoken about than acted 
on. And I'm not so positive that 
his proposals on these topics are 
ideal for the future of this coun­
try. I’ve never beheved that gov­
ernment is the most successful 
tool to get things done, nor have 
past presidents. Ronald Reagan 
says it best: “Government is not 
the solution to our problem, 
government is the problem.” So 
why does the President believe 
see Reforms, page 10
A  search conflicted: Grounding or globalization?





for Hope’s next 
president
Michael Atwell
G u e s t  W riter
Last week, an Anchor writer 
published that they want a col­
lege president who is from an­
other part of the world, who 
therefore possesses a compre­
hensive knowledge of the cul­
ture and diversity inherent in 
society. I suppose this is a prop­
er desire since the college's mis­
sion is to “Grow ‘World Chris­
tians’ in the soil of Hope." I put 
quotes around ‘World Chris­
tians’ because I'm still unsure of 
what that means...more on that 
later.
My primary concern is not 
that the president should be 
from a different part. of the 
world, but that he or she knows 
the soil of Hope, in and out, be­
fore they seek to grow anything 
in it. For agrarians, this prereq­
uisite is common sense. For the 
rest of us, not so much. This 
might be a challenge for those 
candidates from another part 
of the world. I believe that who­
ever is going to be rooted in this 
college, as the President, should 
know and love this soil.
The writer also wanted a 
president with worldly experi­
ences— maybe even someone 
who is a global citizen. This is 
all fine and good, since it seems 
the goal of collegiate institutions 
these days is to make sure their 
students obtain a degree so that 
they can go "out there" and make 
“something" of themselves. For 
me, this idea in and of itself per­
petuates the postmodern idea 
that there is always somewhere 
better to live and work. Person­
ally, I believe this notion is akin 
to a modern hell.
Over the years, I reckon 
I’ve had a hard time living in 
the “world” or being a "World
Christian” or being a “global 
citizen.” This is mostly because 
I’ve only lived in two places, 
Geneseo, IL and Holland. In 
actuality, I’ve really only lived 
in Geneseo, because the life of 
a college student is transient 
in nature, so I wouldn’t say I've 
truly lived in Holland. I am say­
ing that to truly live somewhere, 
it is necessary to intend to stay, 
to perennially root yourself in 
the soil of your home. I do not 
think that this is radical, but it’s 
definitely not the norm. In a so­
ciety fascinated with “upward” 
mobility, people are too quick to 
move onto the next "best" thing, 
thus putting community on the 
back burner. I truly believe that 
this disconnection from a place 
and its people is a source of
many modern-day problems.
Anyway, it was tough to live 
“in the world" when I lived in 
Geneseo. I wanted to live in the 
world, but I found myself only 
interacting with those people 
who were in my community: my 
neighbors, teachers, coaches, 
friends and family. Don't get 
me wrong, I had connections to 
the world, mainly through the 
computer and the ever-present 
24-hour news cycle. However, 
I would hardly call that living 
in the world. I suppose my only 
true connection to the world was 
through the monetary exchange 
in consumption, and most of the 
time this was compulsive con­
sumption. I’m  talking about buy­
ing clothes, food (thankfully lo­
cal food is making a comeback),
and other material goods. For 
the most part, these interactions 
are not positive, usually result­
ing in the exploitation of some-
66
I believe that w h o ­
ever is going to be 
rooted in this col­
lege, as the presi­
dent, should k n o w  
and love this soil.
_______ 5 9
one or something. The point 
is, when living and loving and 
learning are reduced to mone­
tary exchange, then hope is fad­
ing and the soil is running dry.
I would like a Hope College 
president who has deep knowl­
edge and affection for the soil of 
Hope. I would like a president 
who is grounded or placed or 
rooted here (or at least some­
where) rather than a president 
who is grounded or placed or 
rooted nowhere. I want a presi­
dent who intends to make a 
long-term investment in the soil 
of Hope and not one who’s look­
ing at Hope as a rung in the lad­
der that leads to better places. 
Only then can he or she start 
rooting Christians in the soil of 
Hope.
H o p e  i n  t h e  n e w s
Washington, D C "
Dr. David Ryden, of the 
Political Science de­
partment, will present 
his book entitled, “Is 
the Good Book Good 
Enough?” at the Ameri­
can Enterprise Institute. 
From AEI’s website:
“The emergence of 
evangelical Christians on 
the American political 
scene has been a criti­
cal development of the 
past several decades.
Yet while religious vot­
ing patterns have been 
closely scrutinized, 
evangelical participation 
in current policy debates 
has not. How does a bib­
lical response to poverty, 
or convictions about the 
dignity and responsibil­
ity of work, translate into 
public policy? In an age . 
of international conflict, 
how do evangelicals 
approach global issues? 
When questions about 
federal spending, rising 
debt, and the best ways of 
encouraging free enter­
prise are sharply debated 
in the public square, what 
can Christian citizens 
bring to the table?”
Holland, M I  —
Hope College has been 
chosen to participate in a 
nationwide research proj­
ect that seeks to unearth 
how the desire for mean­
ing affects “the tension 
between scientific be­
liefs.” From mlive.com:
“In addition to Hope, 
researchers from Vir­
ginia Commonwealth 
University, the University 
of Texas and Rochester 
Institute of Technology 
are participating in the 
study.
‘Researchers are consid­
ering science and reli­
gion as meaning systems 
that provide answers for 
pressing life questions 
and a sense of existen­
tial security. The team 
intends to explore the de­
gree to which individuals’ 
desire for such security... 
negatively affects their 
response to differing 
views’”
P o p e  offers penultimate blessings
Head of the Catholic Church becomes 
first to resign in over six centuries, cites 
health concerns
Photo Courtesy of AP
FOR THE CHURCH, FOR THE PEOPLE- Pope Benedict 
conducts a weekly service In the Vatican. A weekly service is 
offered year-round when the Pope Is in Rome.
Timothey Cook
G u e s t  W riter
Few great men have been 
able to make a graceful exit 
at the appropriate time. On 
February 11th Pope Benedict 
XVI (born Joseph Ratzinger) 
announced his imminent 
resignation effective February 
28th due to what the Vatican 
called “advanced aging." In what 
is likely an attempt to avoid the 
paralyzing organizational effects 
of a physically incapacitated 
leader, Pope Benedict, at the age 
of 85, became the first Pope in 
more than six centuries to resign 
from the office.
According to the Vatican, the 
resignation was not caused by 
any imminent illness but was 
timed to avoid the large number 
of physically demanding events 
that Benedict would have 
needed to attend during the 
Easter season.
Benedict, who was elected 
pope by the College of Cardinals 
in 2005 after the death of Pope 
John Paul II, is held in high 
esteem by many for his efforts to 
bring transparency to the insular 
Vatican. Benedict appointed 
the first-ever outside financial
watchdog organization to 
monitor the Vatican’s finances. 
'Additionally, Benedict became 
the first pontiff to make use of 
social media when last year he 
started sending out messages 
to his millions of followers on 
Twitter.
Despite his efforts to 
modernize the Vatican, Benedict 
has held to the Catholic Church’s 
traditional teachings and is 
considered by experts to be a 
more doctrinally conservative 
pope. Boston’s Cardinal Sean 
Patrick O'Malley told the Wall 
Street Journal that, “Benedict’s 
fidelity to maintaining the 
truth and clarity of the Catholic 
faith, to cultivating ecumenical 
and interfaith dialogue and in 
reaching out to inspire the next 
generation pf Catholics have 
been great gifts to us all.”
When Benedict steps down 
at the end of February, more 
than 120 cardinals with voting 
rights will meet in the Sistine 
Chapel to elect a new pope in 
what is called a papal conclave. 
According to Cannon Law, 
upon his resignation Benedict 
will return to his previous title 
of cardinal. However, like all 
cardinals over the age of 80, he
will not be allowed to vote in the 
election of a new pope.
In order to elect a new pope, a 
two-thirds majority of cardinals 
is needed. Secret ballots are cast 
once on the first day and twice 
on every subsequent day. When 
a two-thirds majority is reached, 
the ballots are burned sending 
white smoke up the chapel’s 
chimney, announcing to the 
world that a selection has been 
made.
Papal elections of recent years
have been unpredictable, so it 
is nearly impossible to predict 
who the current front-runner 
is for the position. Despite 
the uncertainty, one thing is 
for sure. The new pope will 
face the historically significant 
challenge of curbing the decline 
of Catholicism and Christianity 
in general in western nations 
while also sustaining its growth 
in developing nations. Come 
March, someone new will lead 
the church in the next era.N. Korea refines nuclear b o m b
Additional North Korean nuclear weapons testing garners international legitimacy
Alex Belica
S t a f f  W ri te r
When one observes the Sea of 
Japan from space, even at night, 
the major cities are easy to make 
out. The sleepless plethora of city 
lights allow for the landmass of 
Japan, as well as one other large 
island to be quickly identified. 
This other island shines brightly 
with the glow of human activity. 
The northern space above this 
island appears devoid of human 
life.
What the unaided eye cannot 
show is that this island is not 
an island at all, but rather the 
country of South Korea. The
adjacent darkness hides the 
more elusive North Korea, but 
also its highly controversial 
nuclear weapons program. 
After many years of belligerent 
proclamations, North Korea 
raised tensions with the 
international community by 
ordering a nuclear test. This 
most recent test, carried out 
last Tuesday, is believed to have 
been conducted underground 
and had a yield of around 6 or 7 
kilotons. The blast also created 
a 4.9 magnitude earthquake 
which could be felt in nearby 
China.
The Chinese have stated 
their “firm opposition” to
the test and have dispatched 
officials from the ministry of 
environmental protection to 
ensure that there has been no 
radioactive fallout on their side 
of the border. North Korea also 
has informed the Chinese that it 
intends to detonate at least two 
more nuclear weapons, as well 
as conduct several more rocket 
launches.
North Korea’s supreme leader, 
Kim Jong Un, came to power in 
2011 after the death of his father, 
Kim Jong II. The 29-year-old is 
a third generation member of 
North Korea’s ruling Kim family. 
The Kim family has held an iron 
grip over the isolated nation
since its founding 70 years ago. 
North Korea is now believed to 
be the most repressive regime in 
the world, with its citizens being 
forbidden almost all contact 
with the outside world. With few 
economic prospects to rely on, 
the Kim family largely sustains 
itself through aid imports, slave 
labor and a vast network of 
international crime.
North Korea has been 
repeatedly sanctioned by the 
international community and 
efforts have been made’ to crack 
down on the regime’s purchases 
of luxury goods abroad. 
International law enforcement 
also has tried to isolate North 
Korean drug smuggling and 
counterfeit currency operations 
which provide the regime with 
much of the hard currency 
needed to keep members of the 
Kim family inner circle loyal to 
their administration.
Kim Jong Un is likely 
attempting to continue the cycle 
of nuclear weapons testing and 
negotiations favored by his 
father with the long term goal 
of gaining more international 
legitimacy, necessary to 
North Korea's survival. These 
negotiations may possibly give 
way to more six party talks 
where South Korea, North 
Korea, Russia, China, Japan and 
the United States will attempt to 
create another new agreement 
to end North Korean nuclear 
testing.
P hoto Courtesy of AF
HOW LONG DO WE HAVE TO STAND LIKE THIS?—  North Korean military personne 
stand at attention In honor of the late Kim Jong llf the country’s former ruler.
Going for the gold: Oscar night 2013
“Lincoln’
Leigh Clouse
A r t s  C o -E d i t o r
When the Super Bowl frenzy 
ends, my own cinematic mania 
starts kicking into high gear as 
I eagerly count down the days 
until the Academy Awards, 
which will take place on Feb. 
24, airing on ABC at 7 p.m 
with “Family Guy” creator Seth 
MacFarlane as host.
I have watched the Oscars 
every year since I was a kid, 
looking forward to the ceremony 
as if it were Christmas or my 
birthday. Last year the Academy 
Awards were actually on my 
birthday, so one can just imagine 
my joy.
Having a deep love of 
film, I try to keep up on the
In B rief
HOPE COLLEGE MUSICAL 
S H O W C A S E
On Monday, March 14th, this 
campus will be honored with the 
25th annual Hope College Musi­
cal Showcase. The concert will 
take place at 8 p.m. at the DeVos 
Performance Hall in Grand Rap­
ids, and it will feature both Hope 
College’s bigger and smaller stu­
dent music groups.
Tickets are $10 each and are 
now for sale at the Hope College 
Ticket Office in the main lobby 
in DeVos Fieldhouse. Tickets are 
also for sale through the Grand 
Center Ticket Office or Ticket- 
master.
GAINING A W ARENESS 
THROUGH G A M E S
On Monday, March 4th, a 
new game, “Half the Sky Move­
ment: The Game,” that was de­
signed to raise social awareness 
will be introduced to Facebook. 
The game was inspired by the 
book, “Half the Sky: Turning 
Oppression into Opportunity 
for Women Worldwide” and fo­
cuses on educating the public on 
matters like female genital muti­
lation and child prostitution.
The producers spent three 
years perfecting this game, 
which follows the life of an Indi­
an woman, Radhika, who is fac­
ing many challenges. The players 
can help her by donating virtual 
necessities to her. In addition, 
the players can make real-world 
contributions to any of the seven 
nonprofit organizations embed­
ded in the game.
race, watching many of the 
movies nominated each year 
and keeping track of who is 
winning awards given out by 
film societies and guilds over the 
course of January and February. 
While some Oscar seasons are 
not that exciting, considering 
one knows the winners weeks 
beforehand, the 85th Academy 
Awards might shake things up 
a bit.
Here is a rundown of what 
one might be able to expect at 
this year’s ceremony (NOTE: I 
am not responsible if you lose 
your Oscar pool):
Two acting categories seem 
locked in, as Daniel Day-Lewis 
will likely take home the Best 
Actor prize for his fantastic
Jimmy C h a m p a n e
G u e s t  W ri te r
It used to be that you could 
rely on publishers like Square 
Enix to release at least a couple 
of Japanese Role Playing Games 
(JRPGs) that have all the right 
parts to create a captivating 
experience. With the release of 
“Final Fantasy XIII” in 2010 and 
its follow-ups “Final Fantasy 
XIV” and “Final Fantasy XIII- 
2” all failing to live up to Square 
Enixes’ previous standards, it 
seemed that all hope for the next 
great JRPG had been lost.
Jump forward to 2013 and 
the appearance of “Ni No 
Kuni: Wrath of the White 
Witch.” Developed by the 
Japanese studio Level-5 for the 
PlayStation 3, it is exactly what 
JRPG fans have been waiting 
for. Released in Japan on the 
Nintendo DS in 2010, the game 
was remade for the PlayStation 
3 in 2011 with the promise of 
future localization. American 
gamers were finally graced with 
its release this past January.
“Ni No Kuni" starts out with a 
young boy named Oliver picking 
up groceries from the local store 
for his mother Alicia. That night, 
Oliver sneaks out to test out his 
friend's go-kart that they built 
together, and things go horribly 
wrong. Oliver crashes the go- 
kart into the local river and 
Alicia dies from a weak heart 
after saving him.
take on the United States 16th 
president in “Lincoln” and Anne 
Hathaway will sing her way to 
Best Supprting Actress gold for 
her portrayal of Fantine in the 
musical “Les Miserables.”
However, the two other acting 
races could be more of a toss- 
up. Jessica Chastain and Jennifer 
Lawrence are both up for the 
Best Actress Oscar, the former 
for her role as a CIA agent that 
helped hunt down Osama bin 
Laden in “Zero Dark Thirty” and 
the latter for her part in “Silver 
Linings Playbook," in which 
she played a troubled young 
widow. While the two women 
have both won awards for their 
performances, Lawrence might 
have a slight edge over Chastain.
Tommy Lee Jones and 
Christoph Waltz are the top 
dogs in the contest for Best 
Supporting Actor, Jones for 
his portrayal of powerful 
congressman Thaddeus Stevens 
in “Lincoln” and Waltz for 
his performance in “Django 
Unchained” as the German 
bounty hunter Dr. King Schultz. 
I am thinking Waltz might take 
home the little gold man in this 
round.
Two of the more curious 
nominee omissions occurred 
in the Best Director category. 
Many people have been outraged
Three days later, Oliver is 
alone in his room crying about 
his mother’s premature death 
and one of his tears falls on a 
toy she gave him when he was 
a child. Miraculously, the toy 
comes to life and introduces 
itself as Mister Drippy.
Oliver is told that in Mr. 
Drippy’s world, everybody has 
a soul mate from Oliver’s world 
that is essentially a direct copy 
of him or her. He then informs 
Oliver that if he can save his 
mother’s soulmate, he can 
bring her back to life in the real 
world, and this kicks off their 
adventure.
Players will immediately get 
the sense that he is a timid child 
who is extremely unsure of his 
abilities. Unfortunately, even 
though Oliver becomes more of 
a hero as the story goes on, he 
sometimes feels a little too small 
for. the shoes he is trying to fill.
Gameplay mainly consists of 
standard JRPG mechanics such 
as traversing a world map that 
is filled with monsters to battle. 
The twist is that Oliver can catch 
these monsters, much like in the 
popular “Pokemon” games, and 
use them to protect and battle 
for him.
Oliver and his monsters, 
called Familiars, have the 
ability to move around the 
battle map during the fight. The 
interactive form of battle keeps 
the inevitable grinding from 
becoming tedious and it helps
over the absence of Ben Affleck 
for his work in “Argo,” which 
documents the rescue of six 
Americans from revolutionary 
Iran in 1980. To compensate 
for his loss, Affleck has been 
awarded a Golden Globe, a 
BAFTA, a Critics Choice Award 
and a Director’s Guild Award. 
His absence from the directorial 
line-up could propel, his film 
towards winning Best Picture.
There was also an outcry 
over the fact that Kathryn 
Bigelow, the director of “Zero 
Dark Thirty,” was left off the list. 
Newcomer Benh Zeitlin who 
directed the indie “Beasts of the 
Southern Wild” and Michael 
Haneke, the director of the Best 
Foreign Language Film favorite 
“Amour,” took their places,
fights stay fun and exciting later 
in the 40-to-80-hour game.
It should come as no surprise 
at this point that the game looks 
incredible. Animations were 
a joint effort between Level-5 
and the acclaimed animation 
team at Studio Ghibli, creators 
of the anime film “Spirited 
Away.” Textures are smooth, 
and character animations are 
equally spectacular with close to 
nothing in the sense of graphical 
hiccups.
Every environment is as 
equally breathtaking as the 
one that comes before it. From 
the quiet streets of Oliver’s 
hometown Motorville, to the 
vast kingdom of Ding Dong Del, 
nobody will be disappointed 
with the looks of “Ni No Kuni.”
Backing up the amazing
although neither will likely win 
against Steven Spielberg for his 
direction of “Lincoln.”
Trying to predict who will 
take home the Best Picture Oscar 
has also proved tricky. While 
“Lincoln” leads the pack with 
12 nominations “Argo” might 
sweep it out from under its feet, 
as its winning will be the best 
way to honor Affleck.
Other contenders like “Life of 
Pi” will likely take the technical 
awards, while “Silver Linings 
Playbook” will have to bask in the 
glow of its acting nominations 
and its chance of winning for 
Best Adapted Screenplay. Come 
Sunday night, these mysteries 
will be solved and I’ll have to put 
my Oscar pom-poms away until 
next year.
visuals is the equally awesome 
soundtrack. “Ni No Kuni" 
features an original soundtrack 
created by Joe Hiashi, composer 
of many Studio Ghibli films, 
and performed by the Tokyo 
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Familiars have cute and 
sometimes menacing voices, 
and the localization of voice 
actors is impeccable. Delivery is 
near flawless, and players won’t 
feel bad about the absence of a 
Japanese voice track.
“Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the 
White Witch” is a game that 
nobody should miss. JRPG fans 
and non-fans alike will feel 
at home when playing it. The 
heartbreaking story, beautiful 
graphics, tight gameplay and 
stellar soundtrack all add up for 
a game that is an instant classic.
“Argo”Gaming at a whole other level
Reviewing the “instant classic” video game “Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch”
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Creatures of the S n o w  The True Legl
Jaclyn Brett
G u e s t  W riter
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The ground isn’t the only thing that turns 
white in the winter. The Snowshoe Hare’s 
fur actually turns white when it gets cold, to 
serve as camouflage. So don't think some­
one’s switched out your pet when all of the 
sudden you have a white rabbit. And defi­
nitely don't follow it down any holes.
You know, sometimes you just can't 
fall asleep unless you’ve got a blan­
ket. It’s irrational if you’re human, 
but not so for Snow Leopards. To 
protect themselves from severe 
cold, they use their furry (and fat- 
filled) tails to protect their faces 
when sleeping.
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We change into snow boots when ven­
turing outside during winter, but many 
animals don’t quite have that luxury. 
Not so for reindeer, Santa’s famous as­
sistants. Their hooves actually change 
with the season. In winter, the pads of 
their hooves tighten up so that the rim 
of the hoof can get a grip On the slip­
pery snow. So that’s how they stay on 
the roof!
in elementary school 
d to shoot milk out 
’enguins actually ex- 





Japanese Macaque Monkeys are some­
times known as the snow monkeys, be­
cause they live in colder climates that 
any other monkey. They are very good 
swimmers, and cleverly put this to 
use. Macaques often find refuge from 
the cold in hot baths, either natural or 
human-made. Imagine finding one of 
those in your hot tub!
From Underdog;
Musher Gunnar Kassen holds Balt< 
ferior sled dog. Balto proved his me 
the lives of several Inuit children in
O N  THE V E R G E  O F  DEATH
Diptheria was not only a deadly disease but ak;; 
spread to many more people in the small Alas%. 
several towns, but the closest available serum i; ■
A  R E S C U E  PLAN
Snow and ice conditions overruled transport 
serum to a checkpoint in Nenana. The remain̂  
nated relay comprised of 20 dogsled teams. 11%
S N O W Y  PERIL
A  musher named Gunnar Kassen and his teanv,; 
go. As soon as he picked up the serum, a blind,. 
dropped to -50 degrees. Conditions were so e) 
of reaching Nome in time.
A HERO
Balto, the two-year-old Siberian Husky leadings 
so well that he lead the team through treacheit 
of sight and smell basically elminated, he still Is, 
straight hours, the dogs and serum reached M a 
had only taken seven days total.
A  L E G E N D
Newspapers around the world had been follovv. . 
Hollywood film, “Balto and the Race to Nome . 
Central Park and is the only statue of a dog ths*,., 
reads: m 1
“Dedicated to the indomitable spirit of the: 
ous waters, through arctic blizzards, from Net 
1925 - Endurance, Fidelity, Intelligence.”
nd of Balto: 
ij to W o n d e r  D o g
T o p  Cin e ma ti c  S n o w s c a p e s
Jaclyn Brett
G u e s t  W riter
Melody Hughes
F e a t u r e s  E d i t o r
Hollywood knows there’s no business like snow business. Many blockbuster hits use 
snow to set the mood or intensify action. Three main categories describe how directors 
utilize this wintery element: love, danger, and magic.
Love
Edward Scissorhands
Edward creates a delicate ice angel sculpture for Kim. In this act of love, he 
creates a breathtaking flurry of snow. Danny Elfman's “Snow Dance” adds one 
more layer of romance to this scene.
Beauty and the Beast
The Beast shows his gentle side as follows Belles lead in delicately offering yel­
low birdseed to hungry birds. A flirty snowball fight commences, followed by 
warming up side by side near the fire with a book.
Danger
The Lord of the Rings
The Fellowship are attempting to reach Rivendell through the icy path of 
Caradhras. The evil Saruman attempts to block them, but Gandalf will have 
none of it. A long-distance spell-casting battle ensues, with Saruman emerg­
ing victorious and Gandalf emerging from under two feet of snow.
Balto
The snow works as a fierce adversary against a dogsled team delivering an an­
tidote to a village in need. Check out the main article for full details!
I
rS50 a contagious one. Without the antidote, it would 
_ kan village of Nome. The town sent telegraphs to 
-was in Anchorage, about 1,000 miles away.
ryplane or boat. A train was scheduled to bring the 
Tng 674 miles to Nome would be covered by a coordi- 
; ie delivery was approximated to take thirteen days.
& had the last leg of the route— just 53 more miles to 
:Tng whiteout blizzard commenced and temperatures 
ctreme that Kassen could not navigate and lost hope
g Kassen’s sled, did not lose hope. He knew the route 
;,<*us conditions to their destination. With the senses 
>new his way. After traversing the tundra for twenty 
dme. The team was too tired to bark. The delivery
/ing the story and Balto gained instant fame. A short 
commemorated his heroism. His statue resides in 
it the park holds. The inscription on Balto's statue
1 dogs that relayed anti toxin 600 miles over treacher- 
lana to the relief of stricken Nome in the winter of
Day After Tomorrow
Snow isn't always on the nice list. New York City undergoes a deadly deep
freeze, forcing inhabitants to fight tor their lives against the excess of snow.
The Snowman
Remember this animated film with a poignant orchestral score and no dia­
logue? In unfortunate "Frosty" tradition, the story ends when the boy's en­
chanted snowman friend melts in the backyard.
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
Will you ever forget when you (and Harry) saw snow-covered Hogwarts for 
the first time?
It's a Wonderful Life
George Bailey has come to the realization that he truly has a wonderful life. 
The moment he prays “I want to live again," it begins to snow and the curse is
lifted. ■:IW! .
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Letter to editor
In response to “W h y  ‘faith fails to justify” in Issue 14
It is true that faith is a 
word often used by Christians 
and often heard in Christian 
institutions. In fact, it is one of 
the fundamentals of Christianity, 
along with hope and love (1 
Corinthians 13:13). Faith, as 
portrayed in the previous issue 
of The Anchor, published on 
2/6/2013, is not the kind of faith 
that is the basis for a Christian’s 
belief.
Yes, it is true that men wrote 
the Bible, but as stated in the 
article, the Word of God was 
divinely inspired, which means 
that it is the actual words of God 
written by men. It is not correct 
to say that men inserted their 
biases and prejudices into their 
work if it was divinely inspired, it 
was not the words of men, but of 
God. The validity and reliability 
of the Bible is something that 
each individual has to decide for 
his or herself - that is Christian 
faith.
The faith that Christians have 
is not something that shapes our
actions directly; Christians have 
faith that the Bible is the Word 
of God and therefore the words 
of the Bible shape our actions. 
The article says that it is sad that 
Christians take the Bible at face 
value. Well, it saddens me that 
some Christians do not take the 
Bible at face value.
The reason that Christians 
do not support abortion and 
contraception is not because 
we hate women and hope that 
they are stuck with a child they 
did not intend to have. No, the 
reason, which is based on the 
words of the Bible and therefore 
God, is that we believe that God 
had a plan for that individual 
child before the creation of the 
world: plans for that child to 
experience life to the fullest, 
plans for that child to become 
close to God and his love, and 
ultimately to bring gloryYo God 
through his or her life (Psalm 
22:9-10, Jeremiah 1:5). We 
believe all of this because we 
have faith that the Bible is the
divine word of God and that 
God wants the best for us.
Christians believe that 
abortion is wrong because the 
Bible says taking a life, and 
preventing God’s intended plan 
is wrong. Christians believe that 
gay marriage is wrong because 
the Bible says that marriage is to 
be between a man and a woman 
and that sexual acts between 
the same gender is wrong (1 
Corinthians 6:9-10, Romans 
1:26-27). It is not out of hate, 
to oppress others, or to gain an 
advantage over any minority 
group.
I will be the first to admit 
that the gap here is the fact 
tĥ t Christians have not 
always loved and aided those 
whose lives do not line up with 
Biblical teachings. That is not a 
representation of Christ and is 
not Biblical, for that I am deeply 
sorry. Regardless of a person's 
action, Christians are still called 
to love.
- Austin Homkes (’14)
That’s the way it is
Operation post-grad plan Madalyn Muncy Co Editor-in-Chief
There comes a time in every 
college senior’s life where it’s 
time to start making plans, plans 
about that looming time called 
“post-graduation.”
This comes at different times 
for everyone. Maybe it's at the 
end of a summer internship 
when you're offered a job. Or 
maybe it’s in the fall when you’re 
applying to graduate schools. Or, 
like many of us, maybe it comes 
near the end of the fall semester 
or beginning of the spring 
semester when you realize that 
this whole graduation thing isn't 
going away and it's actually time 
to make some plans.
I wasn’t fortunate enough to 
land a job before the beginning 
of my senior year; nor did I make 
the decision to apply to graduate 
schools during the fall. Basically, 
fall semester culminated in me 
being a ball of post-grad anxiety. 
It was the first time in my life 
where I didn’t have a clear-cut 
plan for the next step.
Every option that provided 
some type of salary started 
sounding tolerable. I began 
convincing myself that any job 
was better than no job. A plan 
was a plan after all.
Taking a risk sounded like 
just the ticket to end my jobless 
misery. In November, I sent 
in my application to Teach for 
America.
In December, I participated 
in the grueling interview
process and then waited. The 
holidays came and I avoided all 
of the “what are you doing after 
graduation" questions from my 
extended family. I desperately 
wanted to have a plan, to know 
exactly where I was going and 
what I should be doing with my 
life. I wanted to impressively 
tell them that I was on my way 
to this awesome place and job, 
ready to start a new, successful 
life.
Last month, I was accepted 
to TFA in Indianapolis. When I 
found out, I was overcome with 
relief: I had a plan! The next two 
years are mapped out for me! I'm 
not going to be another English 
major who's jobless!
All of this joy was 
overshadowed by many doubts 
in my mind and heart. Did I 
even want to teach? Was I just 
doing this because it was a job 
and I desperately didn’t want to 
be unemployed in May? These 
questions brewed in my mind 
as I talked to friends and family 
about my decision. For two 
weeks, TFA was all I thought 
about. I was distracted and 
anxious. I didn’t want to make 
the wrong decision.
I declined the offer. Turning 
down a job, a real paying job, and 
subjecting myself to the grueling 
mania known as the job search 
was the hardest decision I've 
made in college. But I think it 
was the right one. In accepting,
I would just be acting out of 
desperation, not out of passion.
So many of us seniors are 
worried about where we’re going 
next. We want to achieve great 
things; we want to be successful. 
But how does one measure 
success? Does having a job on 
May 5th really impact our ability 
to be successful in the future? I 
doubt it.
I'm just a little bit closer to 
figuring out what I want to do 
with my life. There are many 
days where I'm sure that I'll 
never figure it out, but then I 
remember that God has it all 
figured out. All of my anxiety 
and fears about what I'll be doing 
this time next year aren’t worth 
it since He's in control anyways.
Be strong, seniors. Don’t 
lose heart if you meet a brick 
wall. Don’t worry if you haven’t 
figured out what your dream 
job is. It's time for us all to 
embrace the adventure of post­
graduation and to stop stressing 
about what comes next.
Mady would like to sincerely 
thank everyone who lent an ear 
during her TFA discernment, 
period, esspecially Jenelle for 
always challenging her by asking 
the right questions.
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Where the wind blows
Education across the globe
Ryan Millikan
Columnist
My time in Holland has been 
fantastic, but the highlights of 
my undergraduate study have 
actually been away from Hope’s 
campus. Studying abroad is still 
one of the best experiences of 
my life thus far. In the Spring 
of 2012, I moved to Alicante, 
Spain, to begin my semester for 
Spanish and European Political 
Studies. While abroad, I enjoyed 
many opportunities that living 
on campus could not offer to 
me. I was able to improve my 
Spanish to near fluency and 
expand my knowledge of the 
European political system.
My experience in Espaha has 
made me realize a lot of things 
about different cultures, people, 
countries, and even myself. My 
time there let me grow as an 
individual. WTule in Spain, I was 
also able to make a lot of new 
friends and visit old friends. 
With my friends, new and old, I 
was able to discover myself. They 
were the people who were going 
through the same experience 
I was and were able to relate. 
The friends that I made outside 
of the program are invaluable. 
They are the ones who will be 
my friends for the rest of my life.
While I was abroad, I found 
it important to put myself in the 
most uncomfortable positions 
possible. WTien I look back at all 
of the things I did, I know that 
I will not regret any of them. 
Trying new things and having 
experiences that you have never
had before is part of growing up. 
Studying abroad made me into 
a completely different person 
and taught me things that I can 
transfer into my final semester 
at Hope.
One . semester away from 
campus was not enough for 
me. I decided to spend my 
final semester in Washington, 
D.C. on the Political Science 
Honors program. I am currently 
interning for Senator Debbie 
Stabenow of Michigan and 
participating daily in American 
politics. I am finally getting to 
use the skills I learned during 
my time in the classroom in a 
practical setting.
Every day brings a new 
challenge. With my internship, I 
meet new people, network, and 
practice moving into the real 
world on a daily basis. As I walk 
past the nation's capitol I ask 
myself, “Is this the life for me? 
Will I miss Holland and its quiet 
streets, great sailing, and the 
fantastic Lemonjello’s coffee?” 
The simple answer is yes. 
Holland is my home. It is where 
I grew up and became who I am 
today. I have memories from 
there that I will never be able to 
gain elsewhere. But my time in 
Holland, at Hope, has prepared 
me for the world that is beyond.
Consider this
Emptiness
I fill up my mug with steaming 
coffee. I keep my pouring hand 
steady so the liquid climbs up 
the ceramic sides at a constant 
rate, allowing me to look an 
acquaintance in the eye as we 
chat about snow accumulation. 
My hand begins to burn as it 
comes in contact with scalding 
temperatures and the dark coffee 
slides toward the countertop—  
I’ve caused an overflow. The 
cup is full, no longer fit to carry 
anything else. Such is the design 
of it. What makes a mug useful 
is the hollowness of the inside 
and when you’ve filled the mug 
to the brim, it cannot take on 
anything else.
Such is the case with many 
things. The empty space between 
walls is what makes a room. The 
indents in stairs are what allow 
your legs to easily climb. The
Emily Armbruster
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silence between notes is what 
makes a beat. Do you see a tree 
as the wood, or the emptiness 
between the branches? Many 
people define things by the 
matter that makes them up, but 
I see the empty space as equally, 
if not more, important than the 
filled space.
I believe this can be translated 
to us as well. The emptiness of 
our minds is what gives us the 
potential to learn, grown, and
mi.
In our society we often push 
ourselves to the brink, overfilling
see SPACE BETWEEN, page 9
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Eating on the run
Benvenuto a Italia!
This semester, I have been 
graced with the opportunity 
to write from Siena, Italy, my 
study abroad home away from 
home. Italians have a seemingly 
universal passion for food and a 
love of dining, so I figured it was 
only fair to share some of these 
experiences with my friends at 
Hope. Don’t worry; though it 
will surely be a sacrifice to eat 
perfectly al dente pasta and 
try every flavor of gelato, I am 
prepared to do it all for the sake 
of my readers.
The first thing an American 
must get used to in Italy is 
breakfast. At home, many of us 
enjoy eggs, bacon, and waffles a 
la Phelps nearly every morning. 
Coffee is an energy drink, 
consumed in large quantities and 
according to everyone’s specific 
preferences. (My personal order: 
a small, skinny cafe au lait with 
sugar-free Irish cream syrup, to 
go.)
In Italy, however, none of this 
holds true. Breakfast is light and 
simple, tending to be more like 
dessert than the protein-laden 
affairs back home. Croissants, 
cake, and Nutella abound with
Meredith Busman
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nary a sausage to be seen. This 
change might come as a hard 
blow for the hearty-breakfast 
lover. Judging by my host- 
mother’s look of surprise when 
I asked for an orange, it doesn't 
even seem like fruit is a popular 
choice. And with peanut butter 
costing almost $6 a jar, I am not 
about to supplement my start to 
the morning with spoonfuls of 
that sticky stuff.
And pity the poor American 
whd unknowingly orders a 
caffe at the local bar. Almost as 
a rule, Europeans don’t drink 
drip coffee. It’s espresso all the 
way. So instead of getting a large 
Styrofoam cup of black liquid, 
asking for un caffe will score you 
a petite mug of frothy, bitter, 
caffeinated elixir. My tastes have 
yet to transcend to this kind of 
refinement, so I generally stick 
with cappuccinos, for which my 
host-mom is kind enough to 
make me every morning.
Did you know that 
cappuccinos get their name 
from the iconic brown hooded 
cowls and shaved heads of the 
Capuchin monks? Apparently, 
the ring of crema and white
•Excuse m e  as E ramble on




♦ EMPTINESS, from page 8
our agendas with coundess 
extracurriculars and excessive 
credit hours, overstimulating 
our minds with multi-screened 
computers, genius phones, and 
general TMI. A bombardment 
of our capacity until we are 
soon overfull. Just as coffee 
filled my mug to the brim, we fill 
ourselves to the brim. Just as the
coffee renders the mug useless 
to carry another drop, we render 
ourselves useless—  not capable 
of a damn thing, and unable to 
learn or accept anything new 
into our lives or minds.
I encourage you to empty 
yourself. Always keep a portion 
of your life empty that will allow 
you to carry your load with ease 
as well as allowing something 
unexpected to influence 
you. Drop an extracurricular 
and let yourself wander into 
unstructured free time. I know
•  It occurs to me on this 
0  uncharacteristically calm day 
that I might not be qualified 
to talk about this subject. I 
foam that tops a cappuccino# am, after all, foreign to these 
bears close resemblance to those ̂  Michigan lands pummeled by 
pious men. Kind of cool, right? sleet and snow and rain and 
Entomology aside, Italian *  other forces the USES claims it 
breakfasts have taken me some# can endure, 
getting used to. Which is fine,̂  I’m  referring to the snow 
really. I believe that you should you people deal with on a daily 
honor the customs of the basis. How can you stand 
country you live in. It broadens# it? Sure, it may take some 
your appreciation for the ̂  time to come in earnest, but 
alternative lifestyles practiced when it does, it turns life into a 
by the 7.7 billion people outside® snow globe that is perpetually 
the US. Just because they follow# shaken by excited seven-year- 
a different set of cultural norms ̂  olds! People are forced to 
doesn’t make them weird or “bundle up," a term I find grossly 
wrong. Besides, why would ®  inadequate in describing the 
we travel if not to experience a# amount of winter wear I have 
lifestyle other than our own? £  to put on to survive the walk 
I don’t have a recipe included to class. This cold stuff also 
in this column, but I do have® raises a wide variety of practical 
some advice for how to enjoy# issues. It seems to change 
your own Italian style breakfast. ̂  everything - life suddenly 
Slather a croissant with Nutella, drops all of its more typical 
make the strongest coffee .you® questions in exchange for 
possibly can, and eat standing# queries along these lines: “Do 
up, leaning against the counter. ̂  I want to go to the parking lot,
As they say in Italy, “E’ il scrape off my car, and drive to 
massimo!" ®  Anderson-Werkman... or walk
B # # # # # # # # #  there like I belong in a Siberian 
this may sound terrible, but ̂  gulag?” It expands the classic 
sometimes I enjoy the void more philosophical ideal of effort 
than the person that used to fill® versus time into a bizarre new 
it. Seek out a quiet place and# concept of warmth versus time 
you may hear something other ̂  versus effort. Another one that 
than noise— you may hear your gets warped is the question of, 
heart or mind more clearly. Lent® “What is beauty?” but in this 
is a time when the benefits of# case we consult such experts 
emptiness are embraced by the^
Christian Church I encourage Jflg |||| |j fj 30̂ 6 WOOCl 
everyone to do some early springw  w  w  ■ w w w w b
cleaning and make a little space# 
for absolutely nothing because ̂  
you never know what might 
come to fill it. ®
as Ole and Lena instead of 
Aristotle or Sophocles. We 
now start to wonder, “Do I 
really like the snow, or is it just a 
nuisance?” We start to get some 
conflict between aesthetics and 
the philosophy of pain - a rather 
strange dichotomy.
You see, I come from Tucson, 
Arizona, where we only get 
13 inches of precipitation 
during the years between 
droughts. We don’t have to deal 
with this kind of talk. Normally 
we just bask in the sun and 
say, “Ain’t it funny?" “What's 
funny?” “Oh, just that it's hot 
outside." “Again.” “Yeah.” We 
country folk from out west 
can’t possibly comprehend all of 
these new, profound ideologies 
because we just can’t wrap our 
minds around them. It’s too 
much for us. And now that I’ve 
lived here for as long as I have, 
my whole perceptual world 
has changed, and I’ve yet to 
decide if it’s for the better. All I 
know for sure is that I’m  never 
going back to that simple life 
again. Everything is just dreary, 
cold, wet, and masochistic, and 
any time I return home the 
warmth is just going to feel like 
an existential lie.
In the hood
Calling all photographer^ 
The Anchor wants you!
The Anchor is currently look 
ing for new photographers! 
If you like attending Hope 
events and would like your 
photos to be published, this 
is the perfect opportunity 






Email us at 
for more
 ̂ Greetings once again from 
the Hope Neighbors! We’re still
* out here, trudging through snow 
\ and ice to see you, dear campus, 
j every day. I thought that I’d
once more share with you some 
(insights that neighborhood 
> living has given us.
( Find the neighbor who 
loves to work on cars. There’s 
1 always one of these automotive 
i geniuses nearby, and knowing 
|0 w ^° they are is infinitely helpful 
when it’s 20 degrees out and 
‘ your car decides to take some 
I# time off.
Stray cats only pretend to 
love you. Give them some milk
■ ®  and they're gone. The cuddling
* is a lie, don't let them fool you.
■ ̂  But give them milk anyway. 
Reciprocity. As in, I catch
1 your dog, you bring me a box of 
i frozen meat. See also: you shovel 
I# our sidewalk, we invite you over 
for pizza. We help without being
asked, give without expecting to 
take. People pay it forward here, 
and we almost always get paid 
back more than we gave.
Prayer is- really the only way 
to start off any morning. You 
can struggle through your day 
on your own. As for me, I’ll take 
God’s help, please.
If you have two coats, not 
only should you give one to 
someone who is coatless, but you 
should also probably invite that 
person over for coffee, ask them 
questions, listen to every word 
they say, let them sit closest to 
the heater, and send them home 
with a plate of cookies. We’ve 
been given so much. And a lot 
will be expected of us because 
of it.
SEE WISDOM, PAGE 10
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Hope’s ‘need for honest and 
open dialogue’ about human 
sexuality on campus
♦ SEXUALITY, from page 2
what speakers, programs and 
issues surrounding sexuality come 
to Hope. From the openness 
and visibility of the Task Force 
on -Issues of Sexuality in the 
early 2000's to Communication 
Professor Dr. James Herrick's 
leadership of the PCIS until 2006 to 
Dr. Husband's current leadership, 
this organization has seen Hope 
College evolve as a campus over 
those years. More than ever there 
is a need for honest and open
dialogue about issues of 
sexuality, not only on campus 
but in the world outside of 
Hope, the PCIS has been 
given this calling, but has been 
absent in these conversations. 
It is time to heal from the 
events of 1999 and 2009, by 
creating a campus that deals 
with all aspects of sexuality 
in a kind, compassionate way 
that exemplifies the best of the 
Christian community.
‘W e ’ve lost sight of what’s important'
♦ REFORM from page 3
that more and more legislation 
is going to fix our economic cri­
sis? rights, healthcare, and so on. 
But those will not fix the prob­
lem without the accompanying 
strong moral values implemented 
in American homes. The prob­
lems we have succumbed to aren’t 
because we don’t have enough 
rules and regulations, but rather, 
because we've lost sight of what’s 
important—the family. Encour­
aging growth in the home and 
teaching morality inside and out­
side the home is the best medicine 
for our problems. Interestingly 
enough, the President didn’t seem
if?!#-jir
to make that point so strongly, 
instead suggesting that if we 
rely on government and use 
the wealthiest Americans to 
pay for it, we will be most suc­
cessful.
America is certainly at a 
crossroads. With mounting 
debt and constant budget defi­
cits, we have to control our 
appetite for more and more 
government. Instead, if we 
bring our problems back to the 
simplest level and teach hard 
work, responsibility, courtesy 
and love in the home, we will 
see a more successful America.
S n o w  buries Holland
Photo by Jenelle Ranville
DID SOMEBODY LOSE THEIR BIKE?—  S n o w  covered 
Hope’s campus last week as students returned from win­
ter break. Holland has recleved several inches of snow 
this winter and Is expecting more this week.
Neighborly 
w i s d o m  from 
W a s h i n g t o n  St.
♦IN THE HOOD, from 
page 9
Everyone has something 
to offer. The little old man 
around the corner. The woman 
confined to her house because 
of cancer. The three-year- 
old who screams through the 
church service. Seriously. They 
all have something to offer the 
community. I know, it’s hard to 
believe.
Or maybe sometimes it’s 
easier to believe that other 
people have something to offer, 
but what about you? I’m  just a 
poor college student. God can’t 
mean those things for me. The 
truth is, you don’t need to be 
extra witty or beautiful or a great 
singer or anything extra special. 
You just have to be you. Because 
God doesn’t make mistakes, and 
He made you, you must be you 
for a reason. It’s pretty beautiful 
when you think about it. Taking 
time to find what we each have to 
offer is taking time to recognize 
God's work, in each other and in 
ourselves.
Doing life with people is 
hard work. We're all broken and 
messy and weird in different 
ways, but I never would’ve 
guessed at how beautiful that 
broken, weird mess could be.
i n m
Garriaget,
I : ’ Vnpw- iwectarlia
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Flying Dutch derail Calvin 65-50
Photo by Liz M artin
MOVING FORWARD—  Brittany Berry ('15) goes to work 
against a Calvin defender In Hope's 65-50 win over the 
Knights. Berry had 11 points, six rebounds and five assists.
Kyle Bernaclak
G u e s t  W riter
It was more than just the usu­
al heated Hope-Calvin rivalry.
This time the stage was set 
at DeVos Fieldhouse on Sat­
urday as some of the nations 
best women’s basketball teams 
squared off for the rights to the 
MIAA title.
The #2 nationally ranked 
Calving Knights were stunned as 
the #3 Flying Dutch pulled away 
with a 65-50 victory and a well- 
deserved share of the MIAA 
championship.
“We were definitely prepared 
to play Calvin this Saturday,” 
Courtney Kust (’13) said. “I give 
credit to our coaches for the 
great scouting report that we 
had.”
Hope’s victory was played 
before a crowd of more than 
3,400 fans and marked the sec­
ond meeting between these two 
rivals this season.
In the first meeting, the Fly­
ing Dutch bowed to the Knights 
on the road.
“Emotion-wise, I think we all 
just wanted that revenge and we 
were ready for this rematch with 
our greatest rival,” Kust said. 
“We had a bitter taste in our 
mouths after losing at their place 
last time so we were all ready to 
prove ourselves against them.”
The recently won MIAA title 
was the first for Hope women’s 
basketball since they shared the 
201-1 crown with Calvin.
In order to silence Calvin 
early, the Flying Dutch needed 
to come out of the locker room 
with intensity, proving that they 
could take down the nation’s 
best.
Fortunately, they did just 
that. Hope began by going on 
a 6-0 run that lasted three min­
utes before the Knights even had
a chance to score.
. This run was mostly pro­
pelled by jumpers from Liz Ellis 
(T3) and Kust.
With 10:37 remaining in the 
first half, Ellis hustled to get an 
offensive rebound, and kicked it 
out to Brittany Berry (’15), who 
then drained a three-pointer.
Hope’s momentum-crushing 
possession, and 18-7 lead, forced 
Calvin to call a timeout.
For most of the time left in 
the first half, the Dutch domi­
nated the offensive boards and 
wore down Calvin on almost ev­
ery possession.
As Hope - entered the lock­
er room at the half, they held 
a 26-point lead over Calvin. 
Much of that lead can be cred­
ited to Berry hitting another 
three-pointer and Ellis knocking 
down a pair herself.
If the Dutch could have 
cruised the rest of the game on 
this lead, they would have had 
the MIAA title locked up, but 
everyone in DeVos Fieldhouse 
knew that Calvin was not going 
to lie down easily.
For the first seven minutes 
of the second half, Hope held a 
minimum 20-point lead. Cal­
vin did score and made a couple 
three-pointers, but the Dutch 
had an answer for everything.
For the remainder of the 
game, the Knights did not come 
within 12 points of the Dutch as 
Hope sailed to a 65-50 win and 
the coveted share of the MIAA 
title.
Much of this victory can be 
tredited to the fact that Hope 
shot 41 percent from the field 
and 35 percent from behind the 
arc.
To complement their shoot­
ing, the Dutch nabbed 42 total 
rebounds, compared to only 29 
from Calvin.
Maura McAfee (’16) and Me­
gan Kelley (’14) led Hope with 
seven rebounds apiece.
Ellis scored a career-high 20 
points and led the defense with 
five steals.
Berry ended with 11 points, 
six rebounds and a team-high 
five assists.
Kust and Rebekah Llorens 
(’15) each contributed eight 
points and four rebounds.
“I think our fans really helped 
us to gain an advantage,” Kust 
said. “It was a full house with 
3,443 people (which broke a re­
cord) so I cannot thank the com­
munity members and students 
enough for being at the game.
“It was a great atmosphere
and we owe that all to our fans.”
Hope is currently 24-1 overall 
and 15-1 in conference play. To­
night the Flying Dutch will take 
on Olivet at home at 7:30 p.m. 
for the MIAA tournament semi­
finals and are hopeful for future 
wins in the tournament'.
“I think this time of year is 
exciting and the fact that we po­
tentially get to play Calvin again 
on Saturday is exciting,” Kust 
said. “This is the time of the year 
that we play for, prepare for> and 
I believe are ready for.
“It’ll be a battle in the MIAA 
Tournament but hopefully we 
can finish the year off with a 
championship."
Sports update: catching up with Hope athletics
Swimming and Diving
‘ The MIAA swimming 
and diving championships 
concluded on Saturday at the 
Jenison Aquatics Center.
The women finished just 38 
points behind Calvin to take 
second place. The men finished 
third, as Kalamazoo won the 
championship and Calvin took 
runner-up.
Libby Westrate (T3) won the 
50-yard free (:23.34 - MIAA 
and Hope record), 200-yard 
free (1:52.34) and 100-free 
(:51.16). Westrate was also part 
of the winning 400 free relay 
(3:30.57) comprised of Klare 
Northuis (T6), Luisa Burgess 
(15), Hannah Larson (16) and 
Westrate.
Erin Holdstad won the 100- 
yard butterfly in :59.06, while 
Larson broke the MIAA record 
in the 200 backstroke with a 
2:05.48.
Nick Hazekamp (15) won 
the 100-yard free in an NCA A
conditional qualifying time of 
:51.30. He also tied Kevin Ewing 
of Kalamazoo for the win in the 
200 backstroke (1:51.53).
Men's Basketball
On Saturday, Feb. 9 the Flying 
Dutchmen avenged an earlier 
season loss to rival Calvin by 
defeating the Knights 73-70 at 
DeVos.
Down three at halftime, 
Hope outscored Calvin 42-36 in 
the second stanza to secure the 
73-70 victory.
Six Dutchmen hit double 
figures in scoring, led by Ben 
Gardner (16) with 16.
Billy Seiler (13) tallied 11 
points and nine rebounds. Nate 
VanArendonk (14) posted 12 
points, seven rebounds and a 
team-high six assists.
Men's Tennis
The Dutchmen opened 
their indoor season at the West
Michigan Tournament this past 
weekend.
The tournament was non­
scoring and featured several 
small colleges around the area.
Singles winners for Hope 
were Bobby Cawood (13), Kyle 
Kreps (13), Davis VanderVeen 
(13), Jason Muller (13), Cody 
Herbruck (15) and Jon Panzer 
(15).
Doubles tandems also posted 
victories for Hope: Cawood and 
Kreps; Parker Bussies (14) and 
Matthew Culver (15); Herbruck 
and Daniel Owens (13); Chris 
Tippett (16) and Trevor Brogan 
(15); Ben Johnson (16) and 
Jonathan Hoffman (16).
On Friday, March 1 and 
Saturday, March 2 the Dutchmen 
will co-host an indoor 
tournament with Kalamazoo.
Hockey
The Dutchmen finished 
the regular season with a 
22-5 record, making it four
consecutive seasons with at least 
20 victories.
The Dutchmen received an 
automatic bid to the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
(ACHA) national tournament 
for the 12th consecutive season.
The tournament will be held 
March 12-16 in Springfield, Mo.
The Michigan Collegiate 
Hockey Conference (MCHC) 
announced post-season honors. 
As part of the West Division, 
defender Chris Kunnen (13) was 
named to the conference Dream 
Team and was also named MVP 
of the entire conference.
Kunnen made first team in 
the West Division, while Jake 
Green (13), Drew O ’Brien (15) 
and Caleb Digison (14) were 
selected to the West Division 
second team.
If the Dutchmen defeat 
Adrian Black on Friday, Feb. 22 
in the M C H C  playoffs, they will 
advance in the playoffs and play 
at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 23 
at Edge Ice Arena.
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Women’s basketball: If the 
Flying Dutch (#2) defeat Oliv­
et (#3) tonight, Feb. 20 in the 
semis of the women’s MIAA 
basketball tournament, Hope 
will play for the champion­
ship at 3 p.m. on Saturday. The 
championship will be held at the 
highest remaining seed’s place.
Calvin (#1) will host Trine (#4) 
tonight, Feb. 20 in the other semi­
final. If Calvin wins, the cham­
pionship will be held at Calvin.
Men’s basketball: If the
Dutchmen (#2) defeat Trine 
(#3) on Thursday, in the semis 
of the men’s MIAA bas­
ketball tournament, Hope 
will play for the champion­
ship on Saturday, at 7:30 p.m.
Calvin (#1) will host 
Adrian (#4) tonight in the 
other half of the semis. If 
Calvin wins, the Saturday cham­
pionship wifi, be held at Calvin.
MEN'S BASKETBALL CALMS 
THETHUNDER
The men’s basketball team 
triumphed over Trine on Sat­
urday, which gave them an 
eight-game winning streak.
The Flying Dutchmen 
started the frist half strong with 
a dunk from Nate VanArendonk 
(’14), but had to keep up the 
intensity to battle for the lead.
The first half ended 
with a layup from Corey 
McMahon (’15), giving the 
Dutchmen a 39-34 lead.
Hope kept the lead throughout 
the second half, outscoring the 
Thunder 42-38 for the 81-72 win.
Leading scorer for the 
Dutchmen was Ben Gardner 
(T6) with 18 points, who 
also contributed three steals. 
Brock Benson (T6) scored 
14 points, hitting eight 
out of nine free-throws.
The Dutchmen ended the 
regular season second in the 
MIAA with a 12-2 conference 
record. Calvin claimed the 
number one spot, but the 
MIAA Champion will be 
determined through playoff play.
The Flying Dutchmen will 
play Trine in the MIAA tourna­
ment semifinals on Thursday, 
Feb. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at DeVos.
Athletic directing d u o  keeps college p r o g r a m  thriving
This is the second and final part of a two-part feature on Hope’s athletic directing tandem comprised of Eva Dean Folkert and Tim Schoonveld
Photo Courtesy of Hope PR
CALLING HOPE HIS HOME—  Tim Schoonveld began his 
athletic directing campaign at Hope in 2009, and he says he 
plans on being at his alma mater for a while.
Folkert and Schoonveld 
work hectic schedules, but 
they cherish the time spent 
working with experienced 
colleagues and dedicated 
student-athletes. [Part one 
appeared in The Anchor's 
2/6 issue.]
James Rogers
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Where she should be
Despite being employed in 
several different areas at Hope 
College, getting her master’s 
degree late, dropping coaching 
and abiding by innumerable 
N C A A  rules, Eva Dean Folkert 
believes she is in the right place 
to use her gifts and glorify God.
“Every step in my career path, 
the Holy Spirit nudged me and 
said, ‘try this, maybe you’re good 
at this’’ Folkert said. “Although 
this job demands so much 
time and can be frustrating, I 
do like it and I enjoy watching 
our student-athletes play and 
do what they love to do while 
growing into their education. 
Hope is a special place."
West Michigan boy
Tim Schoonveld, known by 
co-workers and Hope students 
as “Schoonie,” grew up in West 
Michigan and has resided here 
all his life.
During his childhood, 
his parents weren’t very into 
athletics, but Schoonveld found 
a love for sport by playing ball 
with the neighborhood kids.
“My family didn’t really 
encourage me to play sports and 
they weren’t huge fans at all,” 
Schoonveld said. “I, however, 
enjoyed sports from an early 
age, and God blessed me with 
some athletic ability and success 
playing basketball.”
Schoonveld attended Holland 
Christian High School where he 
played basketball under head 
coach and athletic director Mike 
Phelps.
Schoonveld credits Phelps 
as a huge reason why he works 
as co-athletic director at Hope 
today. Schoonveld wanted to be 
like his high school mentor.
Leaving Calvin, loving Hope
For college, Schoonveld
looked at Hope and Calvin and 
chose Calvin for his first year of 
undergraduate.
He calls his time at Calvin his 
“Mormon mission” and realized 
that after one year satisfaction 
wasn’t present, so he. left the 
school.
“After my first year at Calvin, 
I took a whole semester off 
and worked,” Schoonveld said. 
“Hope's basketball coach at the 
time, Glenn Van Wieren, sucked 
me back in to Hope to study and 
play basketball.”
And that’s what Schoonveld 
did. He enrolled at Hope and 
declared a major in kinesiology 
and a minor in political science. 
Unfortunately, his college 
basketball career hit an abrupt 
end due to a series of knee 
surgeries. Basketball still was a 
huge part of his life, as he desired 
to coach and teach.
Finding the right place
Shortly after graduating in 
1996 from Hope with a teacher's 
certificate, Schoonveld took the 
position as assistant coach of the 
men’s junior varsity basketball 
team at Hope in 1997.
He also taught elementary 
physical education in the 
Zeeland Public Schools system 
at this time, and both jobs lasted 
until 2000.
In 2000 he began to serve as a 
teacher and head coach of girls' 
varsity basketball at his alma 
mater Holland Christian High 
School.
After both Schoonveld 
and Folkert earned a master’s 
degree from Western Michigan 
University in 2005, Schoonveld 
became the assistant principal 
and athletic director at Holland 
Christian while still maintaining 
his head coaching job.
“I had a lot of responsibilities 
with all those titles, but I was 
passionate about my work,” 
Schoonveld said.
Toward the end of his 
2000-2009 tenure at Holland 
Christian, Schoonveld heard 
about the opening position of 
men’s athletic director at Hope 
upon the retirement of former 
director Ray Smith.
Schoonveld went through the 
application process, landed the 
job and had great supporters 
during the move.
A calling and patience
“I felt like it was a calling 
to take the job at Hope," 
Schoonveld said. “I want to leave 
a positive mark on the lives of 
those people I communicate 
with. College athletic directing 
is different from high school 
with so many more people to 
help, much more facilitating and 
building consensus with highly 
skilled coaches.
“God is teaching me 
patience. My time here has been 
rewarding and I’m  here to see, 
learn and grow."
Schoonveld, like Folkert, also 
teaches along with his directing 
job. Days often consist of office 
work and details, multiple 
meetings, making rounds 
to touch base with coaches 
in order to develop effective 
communication, supervising 
events and being present with 
his wife Lisa and their four 
children.
Schoonveld also tries to get 
in a workout every day, while 
Folkert says her workout is 
walking to the printer and back 
to her office 20 times a day. 
Exercising habits aside, Folkert 
and Schoonveld share a common 
love for the Hope community.
“I plan on being here for 
a while," Schoonveld said. 
“This is my home, developing
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I want to leave a 
positive mark on the 
lives of those people 
I communicate with.
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friendships and working with 
student-athletes and colleagues.
“It’s most inspiring to walk 
with student-athletes, watch 
them grow and learn as much 
from them as anything. I want 
to continue to use my abilities to 
impact lives.”
What keeps them going
Folkert and Schoonveld know 
the frustrations of the job, like 
dealing with student-athletes 
who break codes of conduct, 
how much to charge people who 
constantly want to use Hope’s 
state-of-the-art athletic facilities 
and attending to endless 
deadlines.
But if you ask the duo what 
keeps them attached to this 
lifestyle day after day, the answer 
will probably include something 
about watching student-athletes 
compete and grow.
Hope students appreciate 
Folkert and Schoonveld’s 
work to improve athletic and 
educational experiences, the 
way they exhibit their faith and 
the approachability of the two.
“I was Eva Dean’s TA 
[teacher’s assistant] for health 
dynamics and she invited me on 
the athletics leadership Montana 
trip this past summer,” Hope 
track athlete Joel Rietsema (’13) 
said. “She has really made a big 
impact on me in giving me great 
opportunities to help better 
myself as well as the people and 
teams around me.”
Folkert and Schoonveld plan 
to overcome the common short 
tenures of athletic directors due 
to the demanding hours. The 
student-athletes, however, will 
continue to come and go.
“One of the best parts of my 
job is to keep student-athletes 
for four years, but it's the hardest 
to see them leave,” Folkert said.
A spirited two-headed 
monster that cares for the 
longevity of a college athletic 
program and loves making a 
positive impact on student- 
athletes— that’s something you 
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